The University of Oregon (UO) was founded in 1876 and is the flagship public university in Oregon. It is a comprehensive research university with a long history of success in targeted areas of research and scholarship. For over a century, faculty have created groundbreaking new lines of inquiry in fields ranging from algebra to zebrafish. The UO provides comprehensive instructional, research, and public service programs that advance scientific and humanistic knowledge. Research programs serve the educational, cultural, and economic needs of the region and the nation. Administrative units provide direct oversight and support for graduate programs, grant proposal submission, research compliance, contracts and grant administration, and research initiatives. UO has collaborative research-based relationships with every school district in the state and in many other states in the United States and is enhanced by deep integration with strong graduate programs and professional schools. Innovative, high impact scholarship results from these types of partnerships. 

The UO is a member of the Association of Pacific Rim Universities and is one of only two AAU institutions in the Pacific Northwest. The university is also classified as a Carnegie Doctoral/Research University–Extensive, with extensive administrative support and physical infrastructure to support externally sponsored research activity. There are both central and unit level administrative units charged with providing direct oversight and support for graduate programs, grant proposal submission, research compliance, contracts and grant administration, and technology transfer. UO also has more than a dozen interdisciplinary centers and institutes. Accounting for more than half of all sponsored research dollars at the university, the UO's centers and institutes employ some of the most productive researchers in the country. With several hundred researchers, students, and supporting staff, the institutes make a major contribution to the university's research and education missions as well as the Oregon economy.

Colleges and Schools: The university is structured into several distinct schools and colleges. The largest is the College of Arts and Sciences which serves roughly two-thirds of all students at the university, with more than 750 faculty across more than 50 departments and programs covering the humanities, natural sciences, and social sciences. The College of Education provides multiple programs for undergrads and graduate students, with a variety of licensure and certification programs, and faculty and students conduct nationally renowned research and outreach through 14 separate units. The School of Journalism and Communications has a range of undergraduate and graduate programs at both the Eugene and Portland campuses. The College of Design also has a presence in both Eugene and Portland, and includes the School of Architecture & Environment, the Department of History of Art and Architecture, School of Art+Design, and the School of Planning, Public Policy and Management. The university also has the School of Law, the Phil and Penny Knight Campus for Accelerating Scientific Impact, and the Ballmer Institute for Children’s Behavioral Health at the Portland, OR campus. 

Core Facilities: The university is also home to nine core research facilities within the office of the Vice President for Research and Innovation that provide specialized facilities, equipment and technical services for all university researchers, as well as the business and research community in the region.



